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We acknowledge the Gadigal and Wangal people, the traditional custodians of the land
on which we learn and work together, and commit to building relationships, respect and

opportunities for all Aboriginal people in our community.



Please ask any questions in the Q&A 
tab at the bottom of the screen

These slides and a recording of this 
presentation will be available on the website 
by the end of this week.

?



Senior Executive

Teresa Naso
Principal

Janelle Byrne
Deputy Principal

Tomoko Takahata 
Deputy Principal



Who to contact?

Ms Athina 
Papanikolaou

Head Teacher
Modern Greek

Italian



Who to contact?

Ms Maria Lomis

Head Teacher
French
Latin



Who to contact?

Mr Paul Atkins

Head Teacher
German
Russian



Who to contact?

Ms Sophie Choi

Head Teacher
Korean
Chinese

Indonesian



Who to contact?

Ms Anna Peers-Hooper

Head Teacher 
Japanese

EAL/D



Who to contact?

Ms Sonia Copelo

Head Teacher 
Spanish 

Portuguese



Our staff



• NSW Department of Education

• Enrol students from government  and non-government 

schools

• Languages and EAL/D only

• NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) syllabuses

• Distance education only

A little background



2600+ students
480+ schools

93 courses
Chinese, French, German, 
Indonesian, Italian, Japanese, 
Korean, Latin, Modern Greek, 
Russian, Portuguese and 
Spanish



What is distance education?

Students:

•  remain in their own (home) school 

•  replace one subject in their home school with 

an NSL course

•  complete their NSL work in their home school, 

supported by their home school supervisor.



How are students taught via DE?

Blended learning

• Written and audio visual materials – Canvas, 

some paper

• Speaking lessons online (Microsoft Teams)

• Study days and face-to-face lesson days

• Individual study/catch-up days



Communication

Official relationship is between NSW School of 
Languages and your child’s school:
•We communicate with the home school supervisor, 

lesson notifications, assessment information, 
lateness of work

•Reports go to home school and parents/carers

• Letters of concern/warning letters to school and 
parents.



School Website

www.nswschoollang.schools.nsw.edu.au

http://www.nswschoollang.schools.nsw.edu.au/


School Website

www.nswschoollang.schools.nsw.edu.au

You will find:

• Parents and Carers Section
• Assessment Information
• Assessment Policies
• Assessment Notices
• Assessment Timetables

http://www.nswschoollang.schools.nsw.edu.au/


Parents and Carers section



Parents and Carers section

https://nswschoollang.schools.nsw.gov.au/supporting-our-students/parents-carers.html

Information Evening
• Presentation slides
• Video recording

Teacher Interviews
Year  12     15 May
Years 9-11   26 June
       2:30pm -7:30pm

https://nswschoollang.schools.nsw.gov.au/supporting-our-students/parents-carers.html


Assessment and Reporting

www.nswschoollang.schools.nsw.edu.au

http://www.nswschoollang.schools.nsw.edu.au/


Assessment Information

Assessment Information

https://nswschoollang.schools.nsw.gov.au/assessment-reporting/assessment-information.html


Assessment Policies

Assessment Policies

https://nswschoollang.schools.nsw.gov.au/assessment-reporting/assessment-policies.html


Assessment Notices

Assessment Notices

https://nswschoollang.schools.nsw.gov.au/assessment-reporting/assessment-notices.html


Assessment Timetables

Assessment Timetables

https://nswschoollang.schools.nsw.gov.au/assessment-reporting/assessment-timetables.html


Assessment Timetables

Assessment Timetables

https://nswschoollang.schools.nsw.gov.au/assessment-reporting/assessment-timetables.html


eLearning @NSL

Canvas/ Moodle -  Microsoft Office 365  -
Online speaking lessons



Canvas and Moodle
Learning Management Systems

• Teaching & Learning 
activities

• Listening activities

•Course schedules

• Teacher feedback

• Lesson day materials

•Assessments & Exam 
notifications



Moodle Courses



Moodle Online courses



Canvas Courses

• Fully online 
teaching and 
learning activities

• Additional 
resources

• Links to educational 
websites

• Discussions



Canvas Discussion Activities



Student marks & feedback summary

Year 11 French Beginners



Student marks & feedback summary

Teacher annotations 
and feedback



Student marks & feedback summary



eLearning tools

Microsoft Office 365



MS Teams



DEMS/Millennium Database

Internal staff members have access to:
• Student profiles and communications register

• Online record cards of student teaching and learning activities 
completed

• Marks and academic reports



Access to DEMS

Supervisors Portal & Parent Portal provides access 
to some student information:
•Record cards and Register
• Teacher comments
•Reports
•Assessment results



Student Wellbeing

• Student Wellbeing Team
• Support for students with health and learning 

needs.

• Early Intervention: Please contact NSL to discuss 
medical and health conditions, or learning support 
needs or any concerns regarding engagement with 
the course.

• Updating: If there is new information, for example a 
new diagnosis, or a new health management plan, 
please provide a copy to both your home school and 
to NSL.



Action Plans



What should you ask your child?

• Lesson times at school

• Speaking lesson with NSL teacher

• Course schedule

Course Schedules

https://nswschoollang.schools.nsw.gov.au/supporting-our-students/course-schedule.html


What should you ask your child?

• Face to face lesson 
dates

• Assessment dates
• Contact teacher with 

concerns



Study and face-to-face days

-Variety of activities during the day, including 
assessment or exam preparation, revision of work 
covered, cultural activities and group activities

-Students are expected to attend

-Usually 9.30am to 2.30pm



Face-to-face / Online Lesson Day





Face-to-face days



Attendance and Engagement

NSW Education Standards Authority (NESA) requirements
Satisfactory course completion is essential for a student to attain 
the Higher School Certificate (HSC) at the end of Stage 6.

Students must demonstrate that they are constantly
• following the course endorsed by the Board,
• applying themselves with diligence and sustained effort, and
• achieving some or all of the course outcomes.

Applies to all skill areas



Attendance and Engagement

Non-engagement

• Letter of Concern

• Warning Letter with recovery program

• Warning Letter 2 with recovery program

• Warning Letter 3 with recovery program

• N Determination



Malpractice

• Copying in an exam from another student or 
using information secretly brought in

• Handing in work that someone else did and 
saying it is your own

• Assisting another student to engage in 
malpractice.



Assessment Task Leave

• Extraordinary circumstances a change of date 
and venue will be considered – must apply 2 
weeks before

• Change of date for an assessment task will 
not be approved for Leave from school for 
example, family holidays

• Unforeseen illness or misadventure – Appeal 
form



Bonus

Increased independent learning skills

In Year 12 students -  2 areas for bonus ‘points’:
1) For taking a Year 12 language
2) For having studied by distance education 

(Educational Access Scheme).

If allocated bonus points the student’s selection 
rank for a particular course will change. The 
ATAR won't change.

www.uac.edu.au/eas



Social Media

Keep up-to-date with NSL news and updates, lesson day and excursion 
posts via our Facebook and Instagram pages.

facebook.com/nswschooloflanguages instagram.com/nswschooloflanguages



Please ask any questions in the Q&A 
tab at the bottom of the screen

These slides and a recording of this 
presentation will be available on the website 
by the end of this week.

?



Any questions?

nswschoollang.school@det.nsw.edu.au

mailto:nswschoollang.school@det.nsw.edu.au


“I need to be self- 
motivated.”

“I can’t get answers 
to my questions 
immediately.”

“It allows me to work 
at my own pace and 
there is less pressure.” 

“Individual responsibility 
means more motivation and 
self awareness. Also, it’s great 
to study a language that is not 
offered at my school.”
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